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Joan Wilson   
Larisa Migachyov was born in Russia and began 
her classical piano training at the age of 5.  After 
immigrating to the United States, she quit music 
for many years, until, by pure chance, she saw a 
flyer advertising the San Antonio Ragtime 
Society on a supermarket bulletin board.  She 
attended one of the meetings and was instantly 
hooked.  A year later, she composed her very first 
rag, the Purple Chicken Rag, and premiered it at 
the 2006 Scott Joplin Festival in Sedalia, MO. 
  
Since then, Larisa has composed many more rags 
- 37 by last count - and has performed at the Eau 
Claire Ragtime Festival, the West Coast Ragtime Festival, and many 
others.  She has released three CD's - "A Heap of Rags", "Oh, that Ragtime 
Chick!", and "A Dream Come True".  The latter CD features 11 of her 
compositions played by the best performers in the ragtime genre. 
 
Whether performing the masterworks of Scott Joplin or the score to Star Wars 
in ragtime, Martin Spitznagel’s electric 
performances have left audiences across the world 
enthralled with America’s first popular music, 
Ragtime. 
 
Martin discovered Ragtime at age 12. By age 14, 
he had won a Yamaha Disklavier in Calliope 
Media’s nationwide Crazy for Ragtime 
competition. His good fortune continued when, in 
1998, he met Eastman School of Music pianist and 
pedagogue Dr. Tony Caramia, who challenged him 
to “find the surprise” in every performance. Under 
Caramia’s inspired tutelage, Martin flourished, 
The Keyone Docher Student Achievement Award is presented to an outstanding 
Music major at Mississippi State University. The Award is named for former 
MSU student and outstanding performer Keyone Docher who performed at the 
2014 Templeton Festival. Docher passed away in 2014 a few days after his 
performance. The Festival planning committee was struck by his passion, talent, 
and enthusiasm for music and decided to honor him with this award. 
 
Quinlan Gray is a musician, writer, and student 
currently pursuing a Bachelor's in Music Education at 
Mississippi State University. As a musician, Quinlan 
has studied the trumpet for the past seven years and has 
engaged in many opportunities for learning and 
performance, especially in jazz playing.  
 
His primary trumpet instructors include Anthony 
Kirkland of MSU and James Bucker of Henderson State 
University. Quinlan currently participates in a variety 
of chamber groups and large ensembles including the 
Haut Brass Quintet, Four Freshman Trumpet Ensemble, 
MSU Trumpet Consort, MSU Dixieland Ensemble, MSU Jazz Ensemble, and 
MSU Symphonic and Concert Bands.  
 
As a writer, Quinlan has compiled an extensive song collection of folk songs 
and Orff compositions geared towards K-6 music lessons. In addition to this, he 
has created and compiled resources designed to cover an array of concepts for 
early music instruction. Quinlan is also engaged in research on music education 
and is currently seeking publication on a national stage for his article on the 
emphasis on performance in K-12 schools. Quinlan also enjoys an active role as 
a conductor for several campus and community ensembles such as the Trumpet 
Consort and the Starkville Academy Volunteer Band. Following graduation, he 
plans to pursue a graduate degree in Wind Conducting.  
 
Quinlan will perform Friday. He will be accompanied by Dr. Rosangela Sebba. 
In order to introduce students to the sounds of ragtime and jazz, we invited Jeff 
Barnhart and Anne Barnhart to perform for youth as a means of promoting the 
music and the artists. These performances provide each of the audiences with 
an opportunity to hear Jeff and Anne perform and talk about their life and 
passion for ragtime music. This year they performed at French Camp Academy 
and for a class at Armstrong Middle School.  
Festival artistic director Jeff 
Barnhart and wife Anne (above) 
work with students in a choir class 
at French Camp Academy as part of 
the Education Initiative. Jeff (left) 
entertains students at French Camp 
Academy as a part of the 
educational outreach program.  
developing a keen ear for melody, a gift for improvisation, and a talent for 
composition. In the years since, Martin has grown into an award-winning 
composer and sought-after performer. In 2011, he was selected as the Scott 
Joplin Foundation’s Artist in Residence, and in May of that year he claimed the 
title “World Champion of Old‐Time Piano Playing” at the World Championship 
Old‐Time Piano Playing Contest in Peoria, IL. In 2016, he made his Carnegie 
Hall debut, performing an original composition as well as other selected works.  
 
Awards for composition include "Best New Rag" in the 2007, 2011, and 2017 
World Championship Old‐Time Piano Playing Contest and first place in the 
2010 Scott Joplin Foundation’s worldwide “Train Town Rag” composition 
contest. 
 
When he’s not at the piano bench (or chasing after his three children), Martin 
works as a multimedia producer, writer, and filmmaker in Pittsburgh, PA, 
where he lives with his wife, Jessica. He is delighted to return to the Charles 
Templeton Ragtime & Jazz Festival, and feels privileged by the opportunity to 
share the music that has brought him so much joy. 
 
Although we’ve come to think of the standard Jazz Trio as being piano, bass 
and drums, in the heyday of jazz creation and development (1920’s-1940’s) an 
“alternative” trio was often the clarinet, piano and drums.  From the early 
Benny Goodman recordings to Jelly Roll Morton trio sides and back to the 
Goodman trio of the 1930’s and 40’s, the blend of clarinet, piano and drums has 
proved an integral factor in the development and enjoyment of jazz.  Tonight 
the roles of Benny Goodman, Teddy Wilson and Gene Krupa (along with 
others) will be presented by Dave Bennett, Jeff Barnhart and Hal Smith:  three 
terrific musicians with an enduring friendship and respect for one 
another.  Surprises will abound, for both the audience and the music makers! 
 
Dave Bennett doesn’t fit the mold. For starters, 
you don’t find many jazz clarinet players who 
name Alice Cooper, Stevie Ray Vaughan, and 
Chris Isaak among their influences. You also 
won’t find many musicians who are equally 
conversant with the music of Benny Goodman 
(the “King of Swing”) and Roy Orbison (“The 
Soul of Rock and Roll”).  
 
Bennett is a clarinet virtuoso who plays electric 
guitar, piano, drums, AND vocalizes.  Saluting 
Swing to Rock: covering music from the Swing 
Era to early Rockabilly and Country, to Elvis 
Presley and more.  Leading His Tribute to 
Benny Goodman, Dave has been a featured soloist at Carnegie Hall with The 
New York Pops (2013) and has played the show with 35 other US and 
Canadian orchestras including Nashville, Detroit, Rochester, Omaha, Toronto, 
Vancouver, Orlando, San Antonio, Jacksonville, Portland, OR and Portland, 
ME, and Houston. Fifty performing arts centers across the USA have had 
success with his presentations. 
 
An annual fixture at several American music festivals, Dave’s “Rockin the 
‘50s” show always brings down the house!  Dave pays tribute to Jerry Lee 
Lewis (piano and vocals), and Johnny Cash and Elvis Presley (electric guitar 
and vocals). Dave’s original compositions are influenced by the style of Roy 
Orbison, the “Soul of Rock and Roll”. Some of his annual “roots music” 
presenters include The Elkhart Jazz Festival, The Suncoast Classic Jazz 
Festival, The Arizona Classic Jazz Festival, The Southeast Clambake Music 
Festival, and The Redwood Coast Music Festival. 
 
Dave has been featured on NPR Radio’s “Jazz at Riverwalk.” He made his 
European debut in 2008 at the The Bern Jazz Festival (Switzerland) in a combo 
with jazz legends and Benny Goodman band alumni guitarist, Bucky Pizzarelli, 
and vibraphonist, the late Peter Appleyard.  
 
Dave is a Mack Avenue Records artist. His 2013 CD “Don’t Be That Way” met 
with critical acclaim. His second release, Blood Moon, which features five 
originals and six pop/jazz covers, hit the No 24 on the Billboard Jazz chart in 
2018.   
 
Jeff Barnhart is an internationally renowned 
pianist, vocalist, arranger, bandleader, recording 
artist, an ASCAP composer, educator and 
entertainer.  Jeff began his professional career at 
age 14 playing and entertaining four nights a 
week in a restaurant in his home state of 
Connecticut. Here he began to learn the classic 
swing, jazz and ragtime repertoire of the early 
20th century. The 21st century has found Jeff 
constantly appearing as a soloist and band pianist 
at parties, festivals, clubs and cruises throughout 
the world.  In addition, he leads two bands in the UK: the Fryer-Barnhart 
International Jazz Band, which concentrates on hot music of the 1920’s, and 
Jeff Barnhart’s British Band, which performs small group swing of the 30’s. In 
addition to his widely acclaimed solo and band appearances, Jeff is enjoying 
great success performing with smaller groups, most notably Ivory&Gold®, a 
group he co-leads with his talented wife, flutist/vocalist Anne Barnhart. 
Ivory&Gold® has become a mainstay at many jazz and ragtime festivals 
throughout the US, the UK and Europe. 
 
Jeff enjoys playing dual piano and has done so with such jazz luminaries as 
Ralph Sutton, Neville Dickie, Louis Mazetier, John Sheridan and Brian 
Holland. In addition to his own label, Jazz Alive Records, Jeff plays piano and 
sings on the international labels GHB, Summit-World Jazz Records, Music 
Minus One, and the two largest jazz labels in the UK, Lake Records and P.E.K. 
Sound.  In 2006, Jeff joined the roster of artists featured on the Arbors Records 
label, with 4 recordings currently available:  the most recent featuring jazz 
legends Bob Wilber and Bucky Pizzarelli. Jeff has recorded as both pianist and 
vocalist on over 100 full-length albums.   
 
In addition to his active performance and recording schedule, Jeff is a dedicated 
and enthusiastic educator.  His double BA in Music and English, combined with 
his MA in Education, make Jeff a formidable and entertaining force in the 
clinic, master class and inspirational speaking forums. In the first quarter of 
2015, he and Anne have appeared as clinicians at Lone Star College in 
Kingwood, Texas, the University of Colorado Denver and Mississippi State 
University.   
 
Hal Smith was influenced by hearing Ben 
Pollack, Wayne Jones and Fred Higuera in 
person, took lessons from Jake Hanna and has 
also studied recordings by classic Jazz drummers 
such as Sid Catlett, Dave Tough, Zutty Singleton, 
Jo Jones, Nick Fatool and others. 
 
Hal has worked with the Butch Thompson Trio, 
Jim Cullum Jazz Band, Dukes of Dixieland, 
Climax Jazz Band, Grand Dominion Jazz Band, 
Yerba Buena Stompers, New Black Eagles and 
many other traditional Jazz groups plus Blues, Western Swing and Rockabilly 
bands.  He has led the Roadrunners and Hal’s Angels and currently leads the On 
The Levee Jazz Band.  Hal also co-leads the Rock Island Roustabouts with Jeff 
Barnhart; plays with the latter’s Fats Waller Legacy Band and with groups led 
by Tim Laughlin, Banu Gibson and Kris Tokarski. 
 
A recent tally of Hal’s recording sessions numbers well over 200.  He has also 
performed on “A Prairie Home Companion,” “Riverwalk: Live From The 
Landing” and is heard on the soundtrack of “Ken Burns’ Jazz.” 
 
Besides his work as a drummer, Hal is an accomplished writer whose articles 
have appeared in the Jazz Rambler (America’s Finest City Dixieland Jazz 
Society); Just Jazz (U.K.); the Bulletin of the Hot Club of France and on the 
website of the San Francisco Traditional Jazz Foundation.  Hal was one of the 
founders of the Adult Traditional Jazz Camp in San Diego and is currently on 
the faculty of the New Orleans Trad Jazz Camp. 
 
He became interested in Ragtime at an early age – listening to his father’s 78s 
by Johnny Maddox, Marvin Ash and Jelly Roll Morton.  Subsequently Hal has 
worked with great Ragtime artists such as Wally Rose, Burt Bales, Trebor J. 
Tichenor and Dick Hyman. 
